
 
 

The Burnett family has been dairy farming for generations, but the 

loss of his father placed Stephen Burnett and his business under 

tremendous strain. With support from RBS, however, he has been 

able to realise his plans for expansion. 

When Stephen says farming ‘has to be in your blood’, he speaks from his 

own experience as his family has farmed land near Gretna Green since 1921. 

Stephen has banked with RBS for as long as he can remember and it’s 

a relationship that’s very important to him, as it has helped him to overcome 

the challenges he’s faced in recent years. 

Following the death of his father in 2009, whom he had partnered for 12 years, 

the bulk of the farm’s work fell to Stephen. In addition to milking cows for eight 

hours a day, he had to feed and manage the stock. 

It was clearly an unsustainable pattern. Plans for a major expansion, which would 

drive efficiency and save labour, had already been formulated and the time to 

pursue these seemed ripe. 

“We had two sets of steading on the farm, one for the dairy herd and another for 

the young stock,” explains Stephen. “Our short term plans include creating slurry 

storage and erecting a new shed on the main unit so we could bring the stock 

home, all under the one roof. In the longer-term, three or four years down the line, 

we were looking to add a parlour.” 

 

Funding expansion 

Stephen had secured a grant from the Scotland Rural Development Program, 

as well as funding from RBS, but his plans suddenly changed following his 

father’s death. 

“We had to take stock – we couldn’t go on with me being tied up by the milking 

all day. So we decided, as we were borrowing money anyway, why not crack 

on with building the parlour there and then,” Stephen says. 
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Funding agriculture 

RBS helps realise dairy farm dreams 

ANY PROPERTY USED AS SECURITY WHICH MAY INCLUDE YOUR HOME, 

MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 

MORTGAGE OR OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I have banked with 
RBS for as long as 
I can remember: 
it’s a relationship 
that has helped me 
to overcome many 
challenges. 

STEPHEN BURNETT, 

John Burnett & Sons. 

http://www.rbs.co.uk/


 
 

continued >> 

“By automating 

everything, we could 

become more efficient 

and it’s meant that 

mum and I can 

manage the farm with 

occasional help from 

my brothers-in-law.” 

From carrying 200 

cows, with 160 in milk, 

the alterations have 

enabled Stephen to 

increase the herd to 

250 cows, with 200 

in milk. But it wasn’t all 

plain sailing, as Stephen explains: “We had a definite completion deadline to meet 

in order to receive the grant, and costs were spiralling. I had bills coming in that 

I just couldn’t pay, but it was then that our relationship with RBS really came into its 

own. Alex Urquhart our Relationship Director, Agriculture, did a lot for us as he was 

always there and supported us with interim funds to overcome the mounting issues. 

RBS stood by us at a really difficult time and that really counts for something. 

“Without the bank’s support, I don’t know what we would have done. Now, we’re 

realising our plans and life is certainly a lot easier. I am in a position where I can 

make a decent living, and my land is working at  capacity.” 
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With RBS’ support, I’m 
realising my plans and 
life is a lot easier now I 
can make a decent 
living. 
STEPHEN BURNETT, 

John Burnett & Sons. 
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